[Education of basic/advanced life support and emergency medicine for anesthesiologists: a survey of chairpersons at university department and newly board certified anesthesiologists].
To determine how the education of basic life support (BLS)/advanced cardiac life support (ACLS) and emergency medicine for anesthesiologists is conducted, we performed a survey of chairpersons at university departments and newly board certified anesthesiologists in 1999. Basic and advanced life support courses for residents were provided in more than half of the anesthesiology departments that responded to this survey. However, approximately only 10% of the respondents had regular BLS/ACLS courses for residents. On the other hand, more than 80% of respondents considered a rotation in emergency medicine desirable as a part of anesthesia training. To improve the resuscitation skills of anesthesiologists, an urgent need to establish regular BLS/ALS courses and educational programs in emergency medicine in anesthesia training does exist.